YEARS   OF WAVERING

Baudin, one of the victims of the coup d'etat. Those who contributed
were prosecuted, and their trial afforded an opportunity to a young lawyer,
Gambetta, to attack the Empire with such eloquence that he became one
of the heroes of the younger generation. His peroration delighted Paris.
'For seventeen years now', said he to those in authority, *you have
been France's absolute masters ... "We do not seek to discover what
use you have made of her treasures, of her blood, of her honour, and of her
glory ... What best condemns you, because it is evidence of your
own remorse, is the thing which you have never dared to say: "We shall
celebrate the Second of December as a national holiday." Well, that
anniversary you have not yourselves wanted we shall take over to our own
use. Each year it will be the anniversary of our dead until that day when
the country, having resumed mastery, will require your expiation .. .*
Thenceforward the republicans had a leader. 'This Gambetta', re-
marked the Emperor, who believed that every man had his price, 'really
has a great deal of talent. Is there no way in which we can calm him
down? There was no way. The Government had become so feeble that
he had great difficulty in getting Marshal Niel's military legislation passed
by the Chamber, even though this was absolutely essential because of
the recently demonstrated superiority of the German army. In its fury,
political partisanship even forgot the lasting interests of the country.
Could the Emperor have fallen back on the working people? He
could not. In 1851 the workers had allowed the coup d*etat to come
off because of their hatred for the middle-class republic; but for the last
ten years they had been keeping their distance. At the urging of
Proudhon, they had joined together in mutual-aid societies; then inter-
national socialism, as defined by Marx and Lassalle, had filled them with
the greatest hopes. The Emperor had given them a few vague reforms;
Marx promised them the social revolution. In 1789, he told them, the
bourgeoisie had triumphed over feudalism; one day the proletariat would
overcome the bourgeoisie; and after this last revolution, society would no
longer be divided into classes, since the means of production would belong
to the workers. In 1863, while a number of French working men were on
a visit to London, the International had been established; in i8<56 and
1867 it had held congresses and had called for the nationalization of
transportation systems, mines, forests and telegraphs. The number of indi-
vidual memberships was small and the total of dues tiny, but in France
labour organizations adhered to the International as groups; 'white over-
alls' sang the Marseillaise along the boulevards. In his Germinal, Zola has
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